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PREFACE. 


TIIE following Diſcourſe is publiſhed in 
conſequence of the requeſt of thoſe who heard 


it, and the approbation and advice of ſome judi- 


cious friends to whom it has ſince been ſhown, 


Had the ſubject fallen into other hands, it would 


no doubt, have been better managed. As it is, the 


writer is not without hopes that it may contri- 
bute in fome ſmall degree, at leaſt, to the ſilencing 


of thoſe calumnies, and the rectifying of thoſe 


miſrepreſentations to which Chriſtians who hold 


the doctrine of the Divine Unity in its ſtricteſt 
ſenſe, are expoſed. For this purpoſe it was 


written; and if this purpoſe be anſwered by it, 
the withes of the writer will be completely gra- 
tified. The ſubje& has been before handled, 


and in an able manner; but not ſo as to prezude 7 


all further attempts to wipe away ſuch groſs 
aſperſions, and to clear the character of Uni- 


tarians from ſuch foul reproaches as are caſt upon 


them by the late Biſhop of St. David's. The 
matter of the following diſcourſe may to many 
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be unpleaſant ; but the writer hopes, that in the 
manner nothing will be found offenſive. He has 
_ cautiouſly avoided whatever might appear to be a 
return of railing Hor railing; and has been anxious 
not to violate, in any inſtance, the Chriſtian rule, 
nor to betray a ſpirit of which the Goſpel does 
not approve. To pafs by ſuch charges as are 
brought againſt the ſed to which he eſteems it an 
| honour and a privilege to belong, would argue 
a conſciouſneſs of having merited them ; and to 
_ repel them by violent and abuſive d unge, 
would only ſerve to induce a ſuſpicion that they 
are well grounded. Unitarians are not perſons 
deſtitute of feeling they are not inſenſible to 


the value of a good character, and the eſteem of 


their fellow. citizens. If their opinions be proved 
to be falſe, they are willing to retract them; but 
they cannot readily, and in ſilence ſubmit to the 
injuſtice of being charged with views and inten- 
tions as the pure reſult of their opinions, which 
can never be ſhown' to belong to them. Hence 
the origin of the following Diſcourſe, which is 
nov ſubmitted to the candour of thoſe who ſhall 
peruſe K5 


A SERMON, Ge. 


-I/UKE vi 43. 


A GOOD TREE BRINGETH .NOT FORTH conRurr nur, 


NEITHER born A. CORRUPT TREE BRING FORTH ves 


WE are met n my ends, 80 
to our uſual cuſtom, upon the anniverſary of an 
event, which, by the jealouſy it excited againſt the 
principles of the Romiſh Church, has conduced in 
no ſmall degree to ſecure to us thoſe civil and reli- 
gious privileges we now enjoy. We are alſo met 
together upon the day ſucceeding the anniverſary 
of another great event, of a ſimilar tendency, the 
landing of King William III. which, by cauſing 
the right of ſucection to the throne of theſe realms 
to devolte ſolely upon Proteſtant Princes, has eſſen 
tially contributed to our preſervation from the 
tyranny and oppreſſion under which our forefathers 
groaned. It is my cuſtom, as you well know, upon 
theſe occaſions, to. lead your minds to ſome reflec- 
tions ſuitable to one or other of theſe events ;—and 
it has appeared to me that I cannot employ the 
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preſent hour to greater advantage, nor more agree - 
ably to the nature of our preſent meeting, than in 

attempting to vindicate the principles we maintain, 
and the conduct we exhibit, from the charges 
which have been laid againſt them by perſons of 
little candour, but of ſome name and influence in | 
the world, eſpecially ſince in decrying our prin- 
_ Ciples, they have thought it neceſſary to ſpeak with 
great tenderneſs, if not with approbation of thoſe 
which we are this day taught to regard with a de- 
gree of horror and againſt Which, till of late 
years, there always exiſted a well- grounded fear 
and caution in the minds of Britiſh Proteſtants. 
Among all the other extraordinary characters, 
however, which mark this eventful period, we ſee 
that it has become ſomewhat faſhionable to ſhow a 
more than Chriſtian moderation towards the doc- 
trines and ceremonies of the Romiſh Church, to 
aaffect an unbounded charity towards thoſe who 
maintain and propagate them, and to glory in 
calling her miniſters brethren. An inclination to- 
wards Popery in this country, has been ſuſpected 
by ſome very eminent perſons in the Eſtabliſhed 
Church for ſome years paſt':—Of late, however, if 
I am not miſtaken, it has been ſhown more openly. 
In the courſe of the laſt year, a Proteſtant Biſhop, 
in one of the great councils of a Proteſtant nation, 
ſolemnly declared it to be his opinion, © that if 
there was any defect in the ecclefraftical eftabl! 1ſhment 
of this country, it was in the want of religious forms 
to arreſt the attention, and ſeize upon the imagination 
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dee Mr. 3 Bla cburne 8 Works, particularly his Life 


A of Mr. Holtis; 


( „ 
of the People In the opinion of wany Get. 


minded perſons, the forms and ceremonies of * 
Eſtabliſhed Church ſavour too much of Popery : 


them it appears, that in her worſhip ſhe uſes 4 
much pomp, and parade; that the imagination is 
already too much, and the heart too little affected; 
and that it would be more for the intereſts of true 
religion, if all the relies of Popery in her Service 


were aboliſhed, and her practice brought nearer to 


the primitive ſimplicity of the Goſpel. The lan- 
guage ſurely muſt be ſtronger than the ſpeaker in- 
tended,—it cannot be his wiſh to reſtore the puerile 
parade of the Altar Service, the gaudy garments 
of the Prieſts, the devotion at the images of de- 
parted ſaints, —and all that ſolemn trifling which 
engenders ſuperſtition, weakens the human intellect, 
and excites unworthy . of the ä : 


Being. 


There is indeed reaſon to ſuſp ect that the DRM 
ments and uſages of this corrupt Church, are not 


treated with ſo much favour, merely for their own 


fake; but that they are brought forward in this 
public and energetic manner, in order to diſparage 
our religious opinions and practices, and to perſuade 
our countrymen, that whatever danger they may have 
formerly apprehended from the principles of Popery, 
thoſe of the Divine Unity, in the ſtrict ſenſe in 
which we maintain them, are far more to be dreaded. 


The Prelate, whoſe words I have already quoted, 


in a circular letter, written to the Clergy of his 
dioceſe, requiring them publicly to recammend the 
caſe of. the emigrant Prieſts, uſes the following ex - 
traordinary language: © You.will remind them (i. e. 


your reſpective congregations) that the perſons for 
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whom we, in the name of God, implore aid, how. 
ever they may differ from us in certain points of 
doctrine, diſcipline, and external rites, are never- 


thelefs our brethren, members of Chriſt, children 
of God, heirs of the promifes ; adhering, indeed, to 


the communion of the Church of Rome, in which 


they have been educated ; but more endeared to 
us by the example they exhibit of patient ſuffering 


for conſcience fake, than eſtranged by what we deem 


their errors and corruptions. More neat and dear 
to us in truth by far than fome, (meaning Unitarians) 
who, affecting to be called our Proteſtant brethren, 
Have no oer title to the name of Proteſtants, than 
a Jew or a Pagan; who, not being a Chriſtian, is 
for that reaſon only not a Papiſt; perſons who, pro- 
feſſing to receive our Lord as a teacher, as the very 
Mahometans receive him, call in queſtion, how- 


ever, what is not called in queſtion by the Maho- 


metans, the infallibility of his doftrine ; and under 
the mark of an affected zeal for civil and religious 
liberty,are endeavouring to propagate in this country 
thoſe very notions of the fovereignty of the people, 
the rights of man, and an unlimited right of private 
judgment. in oppoſition to ecclefiaftical diſcipline, 
thoſe treaſonable and Atheiſtic notions, which, in 
France, have wrought the total fubverſion of the 
civil and eccleſiaftical conſtitution ; the confuſion of 
all rights; the abolition of all property; the ex- 
tinction of all religion, and the loſs of all liberty to 
the individual, except thay of blaſpheming God, 
and reviling Kings.“ | 
It is painful, my friends” to be obliged to bring 
before you ſuch intemperate language, and to ex- 
hibit ſuch melancholy effects of bigotry upon the 
mind 
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mind and temper, Such, however, juſtly as it may 
lurprize you, is the language too commonly held 
concerning us and our principles; and I have | 
quoted this paſſage, becauſe it concentrates and 
embodies the ſentiments, which are known to be 
maintained by many, concerning the profeſſors of 
the Unitarian doctrine. It certainly appears out of 
its proper place, in a letter recommending charity 
and the exerciſe of brotherly affection; and it paints 
our character and motives in colours as falſe as they 
are glaring. There is nothing in our doctrine, or 
in our conduct, as I hope more fully to ſhow, that 


will ſanction the claſſing of us with Atheiſts, level- _ 


lers, and regicides : there is nothing in either, to 
merit the ſingular harſhneſs with which we are here 
and elſewhere treated. But every candid perſon, 
will perceive that it is mere declamation, unſub- 
ſtantiated by one proof: with every candid perſon, 
therefore, it will have no effect; and if ſuch lan- 
guage were addreſſed to none but the ſober mind- 
ed, we ſhould have no cauſe for uneaſineſs, nor 
find it neceſſary to vindicate ourſelves from ſuch 
heavy charges. But it is ever the cafe that abuſe 
is made to ſupply the want of argument, and the 
opinions which cannot be brought into diſcredit 
by fair reaſoning, are generally loaded with terms, 
of reproach, and held up as objects of terror. It is 
much eaſier to rail than to argue, to vilify than to 
diſprove; and the minds of the multitude are more 
influenced by intemperate language, than by dif- 
| paſtionate reaſoning : but this conduct is not fair 
nor decent; it ill accords with the character of a 
Chriſtian Biſhop, and! is Perfe Aly hoflile to the ſpirit 
of the Goſpel. . 
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The profeſſors of Popery are conſidered by this 
prelate and others as nearer, and therefore dearer 
to the Eſtabliſhed Church of this Country, than Uni- 
tarians. We readily admit that no reformed church 
is ſo widely ſeparated from the Roman Catholic as 


we are; but we conſider this as neither a matter of 


us neither worfe men, nor leſs virtuous and peace- 


able citizens Alt has ariſen naturally and unavoid- 

ably from our ſituation ; and the moſt bigotted de- 
fender of the eſtabliſhed doctrines, had he been ex 
poſed to the fame influences, would have poſſeſſed 


the ſame charaQter. Unfettered by creeds and ſub- 


fcriptions, we have endeavoured to uſe the various 
helps which the increaſing light and knowledge of 
modern times afford : We have brought the prin- 
| ciples which our anceſtors believed, to a more rigid 
| ſcrutiny than they had the means of inſtituting ; by 


this proceſs, we have diſcovered the extraneous 


matter, which, in paſt ages, has been added to the 
Chriſtian doctrine, and we have embraced what ap- 
pears to us the primitive faith of the Goſpel. While 
the Church of England has remained in very nearly 
the ſame ſtate in which ſhe left Popery, and made 
_ comparatively little alteration in her doctrine and 


diſcipline, which were neceffarily ſuited to the 


minds of men juſt emerging from darkneſs, and, 
therefore, incapable of bearing the full blaze of 
truth“ we ape endeavoured to N pace with 


the 


| 2 [t was 1 principle of Cranmer to proceed in the glorious 

Vork of reform with moderation; he cautiouſly avoided the rejection 

of too much at once of what the people had been accuſiomed to Get 
ide 


E 
me ſpirit of improvement, and availed ourſelves of 
the numerous aids afforded by the diſcovery of ma- 
nuſcripts, and the inveſtigations of learned men, in 
order to gain a clearer underſtanding « of the Scrip- 
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ſider as parts of religion; not merely to prevent public commotions, 
but in order to procure a gradyal change in their opinions, rather 
than give a ſhock to their faith.” Elements of Chriſtian Theology, 
by the Bp. of Lincoln, Vol. II. p. 22. © lt is generally believed 
that Cranmer and Ridley were chiefly concerned in penning the 
Forty-two Articles, upon which our 1 185. -nine are founded, 5 Ib. 
p. 35, | 

From the hiſtory of the Thus TY, contained in the fame work, we 
learn ſome curious particulars, which I ſhall take the liberty of pro- 
ducing, in order to juſtify what J have advanced above. 

« In the Liturgy of Queen Elizabeth, ſeveral alterations were 
made in the Communion Service, and in the Rubric, with a view to 
conciliate the Roman Catholics. This comprehenſive plan, added 
to. the Queen's apparent attachment to uſages, that had obtained 
under the ancient eſtabliſnment, induced many of the Roman Ca- 
tholics to continue to join in the communion of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church. Even the Pope was ready to give his ſanction to the Liturgy, 
and to aſſent to the uſe of the Communion i in both kjnds, provided 
the Queen would acknowledge his ſupremacy; and it was not till. 
after a conformity of more than ten years, that the Roman Catholics | 
withdrew to ſeparate congregations.” Elements, &c. Vol, Il. p. 25. 
T0 en which were afterw ards mages do not i (nx to be 
| ton-Court at Bi ended, as might have been expegted, withant ; 
producing any thing. But ſoon after this,“ In the Morning and 
Evening Prayers a Collect, and in the Litany a particular inter- 
| ceflion, were appointed for the Royal Family ; the Forms of Thankf- 

giving, upon ſeveral occaſions, were then added; the queſtions and 
anſwers concerning the Sacraments were ſubjoined to the Catechiſm ; 
and the adminiſtration of private baptiſm, were, by the Rubric, ex: 
preſsly confined to the Jawſul miniſter, "Theſe, and ſome other al- 
_ ditions and improvements, were made by the authority of James I. 
and univerſally adopted, although they were not mine by Par- 
liament.“ Ib. p. 26. | 
The alterations made by Charles]. were few 45 at: EY 
in the reign of Charles II. the Savoy Conference broke up without 
allecting any change. The l nen then e 
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tures. Genuine religion, indeed, cannot be altered 
nor improved. eſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, 5 
to-day, and for ever.“ No progreſs which the 
world can make i in civilization and knowledge, can 
: Juſt 
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the buſineſs upon themſelves; and the following additions and alice 
ations, according to the Biſhop of Lincoln, were agreed to; «T he 
Collects for the Ember Weeks; the Prayer for the High Court of 
Parliament; the Pr ayer for all ſorts and conditions of men; the Ge- 
neral Thankſgiving; the Collect for Eaſter Eve; the Collect, Epiſtle, 
and Goſpel for the ſixth Sunday after Epiphany; a new Collect for 
the third Sunday in Advent; the Office of Baptiſm for thoſe of riper 
years; the two Pſalms prefixed to the Leſſon in the Burial Service; 
the Forms of Prayer to be uſed at Sea; for the martyrdom of Charles L 
and the Reſtoration of the Royal Family, were all added. I here 
were alſo ſeveral other leſs material additions: and, through the 
Whole ſervice, ambiguities were removed, and various improvements 
were made; and in particular, the portions of the Epiſtles and Goſ- 
pels were taken from the new tranſlation of the Bible; but the 
Pfalms, according to the tranſlation of Cranmer's Bible, were re- 
_ tained. The book, in this fate, paſſed both Houſes of Convocation; 
it was ſubſcribed by the Biſhops and Clergy; it was ratified by Act 
of Parliament, and received the Royal aſſent, May 17, 1662. This 
was the laſt reviſal of the Book of Common Pray er, in which any 


| alteration was made by public authority.” Elem. Vol. II. p. 27. 


If Dr. Pretyman be accurate in this ſtatement, and there is no 
. reaſon to doubt he is, it is plain that no alterations have been made 
in the Morning and Evening Services, materially changing them, 

ſince the reign of Elizabeth; when the Catholics could conſcientiouſly | 
join in the devotions of the Church of England. This is a curious 
fact, and juſtifies the view which is given in this Sermon, of the un- 
reſormed ſtate of what is called the pureſt of the reformed churches. 
I never have been able to aſſent to the praiſes uſually laviſhed upon 


the Book of Common Prayer. The injudicious ſelection of portions 


"of Scripture; the multiplicity of ſhort prayers, and the variety of 
poſtures, enjoined by the Rubric, do not to my mind preſent that 
idea of perfection, which ſome have diſcovered, in the Services of the 
Church. Particular parts of it may be appoſite, of a beautiful and 
| expreſſive ſimplicity ; as a whole it is not, 1 think, at all comparable | 
with the Liturgies in uſe among ſome of gur ſocieties; particu- 
larly that which is generally known by the name of the Ih erpool 
Liturgy; the joint production of three Unitarian miniſters. Aud, 
I think, the Judgment of "Inpartial men is on 1 my ſide, 


1 
juif any innovations in the Jain which he 
founder of Chriſtianity delivered ; but, as during 


the courſe of ſo many centuries, this muſt, of ne- 


cefſity, be blended with the inventions of men, and 


obſcured by ſentiments and practices ariſing from 


the darkneſs and ignorance in which the bu: n 
mind has been involved; it becomes the duty of 
thoſe who profeſs to believe the Goſpel, to endea- 


vour to diſcover what bears not the authority of its 
firſt Great Teacher, and to reſtore the doctrine to its 


primitive purity. Upon this principle the Reformers 


acted ; upon this principle the reformed churches 


were profeſſedly eſtabliſhed ; and in juſtice we de- 


ſerve their approbation, their thanks, and their imi- 
tation, rather than the reproach which is caſt upon 


us. The Reformers uſed all the light and knowledge 


they enjoyed in detecting the errors of Papal uſurp- 


ation; but as they could not poſſibly detect, or de- 
teQing, reform them all, they left an example to 


thoſe who ſhould come after them. i in circumſtances. 
more favourable to the diſcovery and ſpread of 


truth, This glorious example it is our endeavour 
and our pride to follow. Early and long aſſoci- 
ations, the peculiar habits and manners of the 


times; the neceſlity of great caution in intreducing 
novel ſentiments, were hindrances in the way of 
theſe friends and benefactors of human kind, which 

time hath removed; they no longer oppoſe us in our 


ſearch after truth, or in our open avowal of it. 


Hence it is, that we have advanced: ſo far beyond | 


where they were under the neceſſity of ſtopping, 
and have approached, as we think, ſo much nearer to 


the original ſimplicity of the goſpel verity. There is 


ſurely nothing in this which can juſtly expoſe us to 
reproach, bring any imputation upon our judgment, 
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or fix any ſtain upon our character, moral or politi- 
cal. Removed to the diſtance, at which we acknow. 
ledge we ſtand, from the doctrines of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church; we may be, and I truſt we are, in general, 
perſons of a ſober underſtanding; of morals, not leſs 
Pure than our neighbours; of piety, not leſs genuine 
and ardent, and peaceable, and well-difpoſed mem- 
bers of the community to which we belong. We 
may, I think, ſafely venture to aſſert, that had the 
RKReformers lived nearer to our own times, in the en- 
Joyment of advantages ſimilar to thoſe we poſſeſs; 
they would have removed the reformed churches to 
a much greater diſtance from the Church of Rome, 
and rendered the diſtinction much leſs than it is be- 
tween their doctrines and the genuine faith of the Z 
Soſpel“. 
Blut it is time to leave the particular examination 
5 of this extraordinary paſſage, and to enter upon 
that part of the ſubject, to which I wiſh principally 
to draw your attention. I ſhould not have brought 
it to your recolleQion at this diſtance of time, had 
it not afforded a perfect ſpecimen of the ſentiments 
which axe ſtill held of our faith and practice. You 
ſee then, that the doctrines of the. Romith Church are 
conſidered as more truly Chriſtian, and their influence 
far leſs 1 injurious than thoſe of Unitarianiſm. Our re- 
| ligious 
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3 The judgment of an able Roman Catholic writer upon this 
ſubject, is curious and worthy of remark. * Of this I am convinced, 
that were certain obſtacles removed, ſuch as the views of interct; 
the animoſity of party; the blindneſs of prejudice, and thoſe thick 
clouds which controverſy has raiſed, it would then appear that tbe 
Proteſtant Church of England and Catholics, are divided by very 


thin partitions.” Berrington's State and Behaviour of Engliſh Ca- 
tholics, p. 148. 


. 
ſigious principles are declared to be worſe than thoſe 
of Mahomet, and our conduct as vile as that of the 
moſt abandoned of men. As by this prelate, ſo in 
common, we are charged with hypocriſy 1 in our ſen- 
timents and conduct, Our piety is a pretence,— 
our benevolence is inſidious, our religion is a cloak 
for Atheiſm, — we are the corrupters 'of youth, the 
enemies of ſocial order, hoſtile to the peace and 
welfare of our country, revilers of our king, and 
blaſphemers of God. Such are the conſequences 
charged upon the un of Unitarianiſm ; and if 
the charge could be ſupported, the errors of the 
Church of Rome, groſs as they are, might well be 
preferred; but a due acquaintance with our prin- 
1 ay and ourſelves, will prove it groundleſs. 
This repreſentation of our principles and conduct, 
in which Popery is ſo warmly preferred, requires 
that I ſhould bring into a compariſon, I truſt, ſome- 
what more fair and agreeable to truth, the opinions 
and practices of each party. This, while it agrees 
with the occaſion of our preſent meeting, will, at 
the ſame time, ſerve to exhibit our faith and prac- 
tice to ſome advantage, and to repel the injuries 
which are caſt againſt them. In purſuing this com- 
pariſon, I wiſh to be underſtood, that J have princi- 
pally in view the doctrines of Popery and their ten- 
dencies, not as they are profeſſed in England, but in 
| thoſe countries which are called Catholic. In the 
words before quoted, we are not contraſted with Bri- 
tiſh Catholics; but with perſons who have not by their 
intercourſe with Engliſhmen, and by habits acquired 
in a land of freedom, loſt as our Catholic country- 
men have, much of what is offenſive, and all that 
£ een alarming 1 in the doftrines of the Romiſh 
Church 
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Church. No one rejoices more ſincerely than my- 
ſelf in any appearance of a more candid ſpirit to- 
wards this claſs of our own community no one can 
be more deſirous of ſeeing them in the enjoyment 
of all the privileges, which, as members of this com- 
munity, they ought to poſſefs:—no one can be 
more unwilling to revive prejudice or fears, which 
: good ſenſe and candour have allayed, With theſe 
I have comparatively little to do. We are con- 
traſted with emigrant clergy, with men, who, for | 
the moſt part, hold the genuine doctrines of the 
Romiſh Church, and who are expoſed to much of 


- Hei. baneful influence, Theſe are the dottrines 


and practices of which I now ſpeak, and of the ex- 
iſtence of which there are numerous proofs. =_ 
In common with moſt other Chriſtians of modern 


5 5 times, the members of the Roman Catholic Church 


believe that three perſons make one God; that one 
perſon of this myſterious Godhead left bis exalted 
ſtation, condeſcended to be born of a Jewiſh wo- 
man, — to paſs through the helpleſs ſtate of infancy— 
to live in poverty among his own works,—to be 
| deſpiſed and inſulted by his own creatures, and to 
be put to death by thoſe very hands which he him- 
ſelf had made, They aſſert that, by his death, he 
appeaſed the anger of one perſon who had no more 
reaſon to be angry than the other two, and bought 
off a very ſmall portion of mankind from the great 
enemy of God and man, to whom they had been 
ſold by the fin of the firſt man, by him to be end- 
leſsly tormented. In addition to this faith, which 
the reformed churches have unhappily retained, 
they regard the mother of Jeſus as deſerving of pe- 
culiar yeneration ; 5 call Nr by the abſurd and blaſ- 
phemous 


6 
phemous title of Mother of God, and invoke her, 
with the utmoſt devotion, in their public and pri- 
vate prayers. They reverence in a manner which 
approaches very nearly to religious worthip, if in- 
deed it do not poſſeſs that character, the ſpirits of 
certain departed men, whom they call Saints; - fome 
of whom, during their lives, were diſtinguifhed 
only by their ſuperſtition, ignorance, or vices ; and 
not by thoſe virtues which are the true ornaments 
of the human character. They believe, alſo, that 
the ſouls of men, upon leaving the body, are placed 
in a ſtate in which they are gradually freed from all 
their imperfections, and that the prayers of the liv- 
ing are of avail to ſhorten the period of their abode 
in that ſtate. They maintain that the bread and 
wine, which are uſed as the ſymbols of the body 
and blood of Chriſt, after the benediction of the 
prieſt, are miraculouſſy changed into the very body 
and blood of our Lord, loſe all their ſymbolical na- 
ture, and become the reality and the ſubſtance. 
They enjoin penance, call it a ſacrament, and regard 
it as a means of procuring the pardon of fin. They 
acknowledge the authority of one claſs of men 
amongſt them to abſolve from ſin; and ſome have 
even imagined, that for a certain ftated recompenſe, 
the pardon of an) ſpecific crime may be obtained. 
Their worſhip is degraded by idle parade and un- 
| meaning pomp, defigned, principally, to affect the 
imagination, and conſiſting chiefly of the repetition 
of rhapfodies addreſſed to "3 eſus, to the Mother of 
Jeſus, and to the ſaints. God, to whom alone 
worſhip is due, is not the ſole object of their 
adoration : this is paid by a numerous ſe&t amongſt 
them, to the five wounds of Jeſus, one prayer 
being offered to each, to the heart of Jeſus 


and 


4) 
and the heart of Mary. Is not this a corrupt | 
tree? Are not theſe principles and practices indica- 
tions of the perverſion of the human intelle&? Are 
they not contrary to the ſpirit and letter of the 
Goſpel, derogatory from the honour of God, and un- 
friendly to true piety? How then will truth and can- 


dour juſtify the preference. of theſe to our religious 
faith? How can any who judge ſoberly, and decide 


with fairneſs, recommend thoſe as more congenial 


with true Chriſtianity, that thoſe by which we are 


5 Ciſtinguiſhed? Obſerve the contraſt : 


As Unitarians we acknowledge one God, who in 
Scripture 3 is called the God and F ather of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Maker of all worlds, and the Go- 
vernor and Judge of all men. We conſider Jeſus 
as his prophet, commiſſioned to teach mankind, in 
his name, the doctrine of eternal life, and to exem- 
plify this doctrine in his own perſon, by riſing from 
the grave. We are not agreed reſpecting his per- 
ſon ; ſome amongſt us conſidering him as the true 
and proper ſon of Joſeph and Mary, and others be- 
lieving him to have been miraculouſly produced. 
With the higheſt notions we conceive of him, how- 
ever, he is ſtill, in our view, the creature of God, 
and obedient to his will. We do not believe it poſ- 
ſible that the God of mercy, the kind Father of the 
human race, ſhould want ſuch an inducement to be 
E gracious to his creatures, as the death and ſuffering 
of an innocent perſon. According to the Scripture 
pPphraſeology, we conſider the life and death of Chriſt, 


as having the ſame object in view, not to reconcile 
VV 


— 
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4 See the Note at the end of this Diſcourſe, | 
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God to men; but men to God, by engaging thern to 


love and ferve the great origin of all perfection, the 
inexhauſtible ſource of goodneſs and mercy. In the 
natural and moral evil which abounds in the world, 
we diſcover the proviſion of a wiſe and merciful Cre- 
ator, for the production of the final greateſt poſſible 

ſum of happineſs. Whatever character we individu- 


ally ſuſtain, it is formed by the events of our lives, and 


the circumſtances of our condition. We conſider 
ourſelves as coming pure from the hands of God, and 
continuing ſo, till corrupted by the evil practices of 


the world. The doctrine of original depravity appears 
to us not to have any countenance from Scripture. 


Me conceive it contrary to reaſon, and the expreſs = 
language of revelation, to place any hope in the 


righteouſneſs of another, as a ſubſtitute for our own, 


or as neceſſary to procure for us the favour of God. 
It appears to us, that Almighty God has deter- 


mined, that a life of obedience to his will, ſo far as 
we can diſcover it, as it uniformly produces happi- 


neſs here, ſhall alſo entitle us to happineſs hereafter. 
We look for this future happineſs, not on account 


of any merits of our own. We truſt, that in this 
reſpect, we feel as ſincerely humble as any of our 


fellow Chriſtians, as any even of the moſt penitent 
ſons of the Romiſh Church. We know that we are 


the children of frailty ; and that were God {trict to 


mark our follies, and ſevere to puniſh our tranſ- 
greſſions, no fleſh living could be juſtified, We 
truſt entirely in that mercy which he has revealed 
to mankind by Jeſus Chriſt :—we lay no claims 
upon him for his favour, but repoſe our hopes upon 
that goodneſs which we are aſſured endureth for 


ever; 
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ever; and, which we truſt, from the encourage. 
meats afforded by Scripture, will not ſuffer any 
fincerely virtuous endeavours to go unfewarded. If 
I conceive rightly of our ſentiments, they tend lefs 
than any others to engender ſpiritual pride and vain 
confidence; on the contrary, they produce an en- 
tire dependence upon God, and great humbleneſs 
of mind. With reſpect to the doctrine of Chriſt, 
and the authority of Scripture, in our reverence of 
whatever can be really influential, we come, not, 
T believe, behind any of our brethren. That the 
words which Jeſus ſpake were the Father's words, 
and that every part of the doctrine which he deli- 
vered has claims on our attention, which we Can- 
not refuſe to admit, form eſſential articles in our 


Creed. In every thing relating to the ſubject of 


his miſſion, we regard him as infallible, and we feel 
for his character all the reſpect and veneration which 
fo much wiſdom and goodneſs naturally excite. If 
we do not pay him divine honours, it is becauſe he 
does not appear to us to have demanded them. If 
he be not the object of our worſhip, it is becauſe he 
Himſelf hath ſet us an example of worſhipping the 
Father only; and is repreſented in Scripture, the 
authority of which we dare not queſtion, as our bro- 
| ther, and equally, with ourſelves, the dependent 
creature of God. Upon the ſubjett of the inſpiration 
of the Scriptures, as we have no Articles nor Creed 
to ſhackle our inquiries, our faith is not uniform; 
but we feel no heſitation in acknowledging, with 
the apoſtle, that all Scripture which is given by 
inſpiration is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; but we 
cannot diſcover the marks, nor indeed the neceſhty 
: "of 
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of that plenary inſpiration for which others 10 ſtre- 


nuouſly contend. This poſition appears to us un- 


tenable, and in its effects injurious to the cauſe of 
the Goſpel. .We take the Scriptures as our guide, 
admit nothing into our Creed which they contra- 
dict; ſtudy them as alone containing the words of 


ſound dottrine, and endeavour to form our temper 


and conduct by the wiſe and momentous precepts 


they deliver. Theſe are our leading ſentiments, 


and the mode of our worship is agreeable to the 
ſimplicity by which they are diſtinguiſhed. „„ 


avoid every thing that has the appearance of ſenſe- 


leſs pomp and parade; we wiſh the paſſions to be 
affected no more than may conduce to the ſtronger 

impreſſion of uſeful truths upon the mind, and the 
heightening of that devotion, which, in the beſt of 


us is, in this imperfect ſtate, too apt to languiſh. 


In our mode of worſhip, as in our Creed, we are 


not perfectly uniform; different ſocieties obſerve 


different methods, —and errors, we acknowledge, 
may belong to every mode we practiſe ; but the 

firſt endeavour of all is to imitate the ſimplicity of 
the primitive Chriſtian plan; and, we think, we are 


not wholly unſucceſsful, May we not with reaſon 


look upon theſe ſentiments and practices as“ a good 
tree, which cannot produce corrupt fruit:” Are 
they not honourable to the character of God, and 
by their perfect freedom from every thing which 


tends to produce a blind credulity, and ſuperſtition, 


favourable to the mental and moral improvement of 
man? Maintaining theſe, how can we be unworthy | 
of the name of Proteſtants and of Chriſtians. If any 
abjure the errors of Popery, ſurely we are of that 


number. If any poſſeſs the eſſentials of the Chriſt- 
"FR 1 
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ſtian chi 1 truſt we do. We believe moft 
firmly in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and are not, we 
hope, deficient in thoſe qualities which are required 
In his diſciples. We can fee no ground of re- 
proach in any of theſe opinions which we conſci- 
entiouſly maintain; they are neither irrational, nor 
_ contrary to Seripture; they diſcover no defect either 
in our judgment or the good qualities of the heart. 
We muſt therefore continue to maintain them, 
though our name ſhould every where be caſt out as 
evil, and conſole ourſelves with the expedtation 
of that bleſſed ſtate where error ſhall be removed 
from the faith of all parties, and no evil paſſions 
| ſhall come to interrupt the harmony and good will 
that ſhall prevall amongſt all the wiſe and virtuous 
bf every nation and of every ſect under heaven. 
But that very circumſtance which we conſider 
as one of the ſtrongeſt recommendations of our 
principles, forms a principal part of the charge 
: commonly exhibited againſt us. We are cenſured 
for paying too much regard in our religious inquiries 
to reaſon. Too proud to receive thofe doctrines of 
the Goſpel which we cannot underſtand, we reject, 
without heſitation, the inſpired words of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, if they be not level with our groveling 
intellect. In oppoſition to the Great Ruler of hea- 


ven and earth, we felect from his word what we 
pleaſe to believe; and dare to dictate to him the 


revelation he onght to make of his will. Compelled 


in every object around us to acknowledge ſome 


part of its conſtitution above our comprehenſion, 1 in 
religion alone we object to myſtery: Thus is our 
condutt frequently repreſented. In the term ra- 
tional Chriftians, therefore is involved the ſevereſt 


cenſure; 3 


(2) 


cenſure ; ; nothing leſs, in fact, . an abſolute 


denial of our right to the name of Chriſlians. No 


aſſertions, however, can be more unfounded than 
theſe. We do not exalt reaſon above revelation, 


nor do we bring down revelation to the level of our 


imperfe& intelle&;—we reject none of the doctrines 


of inſpiration ;—we refuſe not to liſten to any of the 


words which the Lord our God hath ſpoken. Our 


faith is rational, becaufe, after the moſt ſerious ex- 
amination, we fee nothing in revelation contra- 


dictory to reafon—we find no doctrine in the Scrip- 
tures above the comprehenſion of the human mind; 


we meet with none of the words of God relating to 


religious faith or practice, which we cannot under- 


ſtand, and which we do not endeayour to obey*. Our 
reaſon we conſider as the diſtinguiſhing gift of God 


to man, and are perfectly aſſured that he can have pro- 


poſed no article of faith which contradifs its voice, 
C2 „ * 
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; There i is no doctrine of the Scriptures, acconting. 1 to our judg- 


ment, which is not founded upon argument or teſtimony, We are 


required to believe ! in the exiſtence of God; but although the na- 


ture of this great being is far beyond our comprehenſion, his exiſt- 
ence is readily admitted, becauſe © his eternal power and Godhead, 


when conſidered in his works, are clearly manifeſt ever ſince the 
creation of the world.“ It is the leading article of the Chriſtian 
faith, that after death we ſhall live N but when the Apoſiles 


preached this doctrine, they teſtified the fact of the reſurrection of 


Jeſus, and encouraged their hearers to deduce from this, arguments for 


their own future reſtoration to life. Scripture does not propoſe, as an 


article of faith, the manner of our recovery from death, nor the na- 
ture of our future powers and employ ments, becauſe Divine Wiſdom 
knew theſe to be above the comprehenſion , of the human mind. In 

every other inſtance it is the ſame. All that we are required to be- 


lieve, we can underſtand ; and what we know not now, as far as will 
be poſſible. or beneficial, we are aſlured we ſhall know hereafter. 


( 24 ) 
and prohibits its exertion. We do not arm our rea- 
ſon againſt God, we only make it our defence againſt 
the errors of fallible men. For this very purpoſe, 
among others, is it given, to keep us in the pure 
faith of the Goſpel, and to enable us to detect all 
the inventions which human weakneſs or wicked. 
neſs have repreſented as the doctrines of Heaven. 
In other concerns the guidance of reaſon is ſafe; 
we therefore truſt implicitly to its direction in the 
important affair of religion: theſe mutually aid 
each other. Revelation has diſcovered what reaſon 
never could teach; and reaſon ſanctions theſe diſco- 
veries, and requires of us, that we receive 2 them with 
attention and gratitude, 

It muſt appear extraordinary, after what I have 
juſt obſerved, that any of our Chriſtian brethren 
| ſhould be offended by our calling ourſelves rational 
Chriſtians. It might have been juſtly expected that 
they would permit us to uſe in peace that term which 
they frequently employ, in order to caſt reproach 
upon us. The contrary, however, is the fad; and 
they are angry becauſe we aſſume a title, which we 

T 8 are 
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Mr. Fuller, in his nden of the Calriniſtic and Socinian 
| Syſtems, adduces our regard for reaſon as an inflance of the near re- 
lation which our principles bear to Deiſm. A rational Chriſtian, 
With him, is no Chriſtian at all. In mentioning this work, Which 
has obtained a degree of credit and authority, to which it is by no 

means entitled, it is impoſſible not to recommend to the impartial 
inquirer, the careful peruſal of two Trads, by the Rev. J. Kentiſh; 
the one, a Diſcourſe entitled © The Moral tendeney of the genuine 


Chriſtian Doctrine, written with reference to Mr. Fuller's Exa- 


mination,” &c. and the other, “ Strictures upon Mr. Fuller's Re- 
ly.” Fair reaſoning, good ſenſe, and candour, eminently diſtin» 
guiſh theſe publications from thoſe by which they were occaſioned. 
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are cenſured for deferving: Affecting to hold human 
reaſon in contempt, they claim an equal right to be 


called rational, and complain that we uſurp the 


very character which they at the ſame time both 
cenſure in us, and vindicate to themſelves. How _ 
ſtrangely inconſiſtent But why ſhould we give 1 
fence? We do not mean to ſay or to inſinuate that 
all reaſon, even in religion, is confined to ourſelves. 
We do not mean to avow that we conſider thoſe 
who do not believe as we do, on every ſubject of 
their faith irrational: we mean no more than 
that we do not, like many other Chriſtians, glory 
in the belief of doctrines © at which reaſon ſtands 
aghaſt, and faith herſelf is half confounded ;” 
nor maintain that faith becomes more meritorious 
and efficacious, as the doctrines are further re- 
moved from the comprehenſion of the human 
mind; but that we admit no article into our 
Creed, which reaſon does not ſanction, which ap- 
pears'to us not the truth of God, but the fabri- 
cation of erring men. We uſe it not as a proud 
title ;—we take no more credit to ourſelves for be- 


ing rational Chriſtians, than for being rational crea- 
: tures : in both reſpects, we are what God hath 
made us. Our faith, whatever it be, has reſulted 


from our circumſtances ; and, we humbly thank 


God, for having placed us in ſuch as have led us 


to form thoſe conceptions of himſelf and his go- 
vernment, which afford us ſo much conſolation, 
contribute ſo much to our happineſs here, and 
which, we truſt, by their influence on our temper 
and condutt, will prepare us for more te 


happineſs hereafter. 


When the principles of Unitarians and Roman b 
i: - Catho- 
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Catholics are thus compared, and, I truſt, it has 
been done with fairneſs, our aſtoniſhment is na- 
turally and unavoidably excited, that there ſhould 
be any ſo completely under the influence of bigotry 
as to prefer the latter. It is no other than the pre- 
ference of error and abſurdity to truth and reaſon, 


We will now confider the probable influence of | 


theſe different principles. 
— biſtory of Chriſtendom, if I miſtake not, 4 5 
covers in every page, the evil tendencies of Papal 
ſuperſtition, and affords a perfect illuſtration of our 
Lord's declaration in the text, „that a corrupt 
tree cannot bring forth good fruit.” Where can we 
meet with ſuch a recital of ſpiritual tyranny, exor- 


| bitant ambition, and depraved morals, frequently 


exhibited in the Pontiff himſelf, from him deſcend- 
ing in a ſtream through the great body of the Eccle- 
fiaſtics, and through them, corrupting the Laity? 
In what ſect of Chriſtians do we meet with ſo much 
of the profeſſion, and fo little of the ſpirit of the 
_ Goſpel? What do the vallies of Piedmont—what 
do the cities and towns of France depoſe concern- 
ing the influence of the doctrines of Popery ? What 
do the Waldenſes—what do the Hugonots wit 


naeſs? Is their voice in its favour? Do they bear te- 


ſtimony to its heavenly origin? From them do we 


learn that it breathes © peace on earth, and good-will 


toward men?” In our own country what language 
does Smithfield utter—what does this day prove 
concerning the tendencies of the doQtrines of the 
Church of Rome? Here ſurely there can be but one 
ſentiment ; and all, whatever partiality they may 
avow for thefe doctrines, muſt allow that the lead- 
ing 5 kestures of Papal e have, hitherto, been 
l into- 
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intolerance and perſecution 7. Or are theſe doc- 
trines favourable to the human mind ?—do they not 
foſter ignorance and a debaſing ſuperſtition do 
they not tend to deſtroy all liberal and generous 
ſentiment, and to reduce the human underſtanding 
to a ſtate of the moſt abje& ſlavery ? What true Ca- 
tholie dares, in the moſt important concerns, to think 
tor himſelf? Or are the practices and uſages of this 
Church ſuch as are beſt adapted to improve the 
heart, and regulate the conduct? The celibacy of the 
Clergy leads to vice in themſelves, and the moſt ex- 
tenſive corruption of morals: the practice of con- 
feſſion affords too many opportunities for the triumph 
of craft and hypocriſy, over unſuſpecting innocence 
and virtue“: the Sacrament of Penance has a ten- 
Bs 04 . | Eney 


Jo be intolerant, ſays Mr. Berrington, is a leading maxim of 
| every eſtabliſhed church, whether it have its feat in England or 

in France, in Hindoſtan or in China. It is now time to correct our 
abuſes, and not ſeek excuſes for our own, from the example of others. 
All are equally cenſurable; and when Engliſh Proteſtants arraign ſo 
| ſeverely the intolerance of Rome, they only mark out more pointedly | 
the injuſtice of their own conduct.“ Page 140, 
| There is certainly too much truth in theſe remarks. But what is 
there in the moſt intolerant of reſormed churches to be compared 


Vith the Inquiſition? What page of their hiſtory unfolds a ſcene at 


all ſimilar to the maſſacre of the Hugonots? except in Pagan Rome, 
during the early period of the Chriſtian æra, where Go we meet wn. | 
any reſemblance of Papal Rome? Bt 
The influence which Prieſts have it in their power nil to ac- 
quire from the uſe of confeſſion, it muſt be allowed, is very great. 
Take but once faft hold of a man's conſcience, and you may lead 
kim where you pleaſe. It is therefore in our church a concern of the 
greateſt moment, that prieſts be well inſtructed, and that they be 
7 good men.” Berrington, p. 165. 


Are the Prieſts uniformly good men? Are the perde t to whom ſuch no 


_ extenſive power and influence falls, aways ſuch as e or 
deſirous of wing it properly: ? 
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dency to encourage men in a courſe of evil doing 
and the importance which is affixed to the mere 

ceremonies and parade of worſhip, leſſens the value 
and neceſſity of good conduct, and. affords an 
eaſy ſubſtitute for a virtuous life. The evil ef- 
fects of theſe corrupt doctrines unhappily are not 
confined to thoſe who receive them; they are 
amongſt the moſt powerful, the moſt conſtant, and 
the moſt extenſively operating cauſes of infidelity. | 
Held up as the genuine doctrines of the Goſpel to 

thoſe who have neither leiſure nor inclination to ex- 
amine them, they cauſe the mind to revolt at revela- 
tion, and impel it into unbelief and Atheifm :—This 
is a poſition which cannot be denied nor diſputed. 
In all the Catholic countries abroad, infidelity has 


long pervaded every claſs of people; and in France, 


particularly, has ſpread to a moſt alarming and me- 
lancholy degree ; operating, I have no doubt, to. 
the production of many of the calamities under 
which that unhappy country has been groaning. 
Far be it from me to aſſert, or to inſinuate, that 
the evil influences of theſe doctrines may be ſeen 
in every individual who embraces them. I have 
too high a regard to truth and candour, to bring 
all Catholics under ſo ſerious and heavy an impu- 
tation. I know the influence of circumſtances, and 
the tendencies of principles implanted by our bene- 
volent Creator in our frame too well, to doubt that 


many eſcape the pollution of theſe doctrines, and ; 


exhibit a character and conduct which would do 
honour to any profeſſion, and are a credit to the 
name of Jeſus. Some I know, foreigners, as well 
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as natives of this ſoil—and, knowing, reſpect them 
highly for their benevolence, their candour, and 
their integrity; but they owe their virtues, not to 
their religious ſentiments or uſages, but to thoſe 


principles which their religion has not been able to : 


eradicate or corrupt, and to the operation of that 
part of their doctrine, which is common to all Chri- 


ſtians, the expectation of a future life. Much as! 


reſpect theſe individuals, I muſt ever regard their 
religious principles in the light in which hiſtory and 
reaſon place them, contradictory to the plain dictates 
of revelation, derogatory from the honour of God, 
and unfriendly to the dignity, the virtue, and the 
| happineſs 8 
A4 s to the influence of the Unitarian dofirine' upon 5 
me temper and conduct, there is one reſpect in 
which it cannot well be compared with the principles 


of the Romiſh Church. It has never yet been pro- f 


tected by the civil power,—it has never yet been in 
' poſſeſſion of the ſword, Were its popularity and 
power to be increaſed to any degree ſhort of an 
eſtabliſhed religion, I feel no doubt concerning the 
_ reſult. Its profeſſors might grow indifferent, their 
zeal might be loſt, but they would never become 
perſecutors. A ſpirit of perſecution in them, muſt 
ariſe from a total dereliction of principle. The pro- 
greſs and authority of their doctrine muſt be the 
work of reaſon alone. Highly as they value their 

principles, they do not conſider them as eſſential to 
eternal ſalvation ; they therefore want that ſtrong 
_ incentive to intolerance, which all other religious 


| (ects Poſſeſs. | 
What 
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| Whatever the bigotted, and the uncandid ſup- 
porter of popular doctrines may aſſert, there is furety 
nothing in our principles unfriendly to virtue ; but, 
on the contrary, every thing to excite us to make 
our calling and election, our happineſs in a future 


world, ſure by good works. We have no hope but 


in the mercy of God; and we are well aſſured 2 70 
his favour will be 3 only to the upright. 


we conceive a virtuous conduct to he our only — 
to that mercy, and the bleſſedneſs of a future world, 


ve muſt not ſleep as do others, we muſt watch and 
be ſober. We truſt not in the righteouſneſs of ano- 
ther inſtead of our own, and we look for an ex- 


coeedingly great reward, ſolely as the conſequence 


of obedience to the will of God. We aim at an 


immortal prize; but we know it will be given to 


| thoſe only who conquer the world, and eſcape all 
its polluting influences. As far as our moral cha- 
racter is concerned, we are not always without the 
eſteem of our Chriſtian brethren. Many of them 
acknowledge that by our benevolence, and by the 
| habitual diſcharge of the ſocial and relative duties, 
we ſhould do honour to what they efteem a better 


cauſe. In this we do no more than ſubmit to the ge- 


nuine influence of our principles, and prove that a 
good tree mult produce good fruit: And, as to our 

religious character, if our piety be not ardent, —if 
our faith and hope be not ſtrong, —if our confidence 
in Divine Providence be not a never: failing ſource 
of conſolation, it is not owing to any defect in our 
principles, but to the want of due attention to them: 

For theſe exhibit God in the moſt favourable cha- 
racter, recommend him to our warmeſt love and 
confidence, and encourage us in the practice of 
that 


1 * 


that habitual devotion, which muſt ſhed the moſt 
falutary influences over the whole of our temper and 
conduct. That we do not always exhibit theſe 
genuine effects of Unitarian principles, is certainly 
to be lamented ; but ought not, in juſtice, to be 
conſidered as a proof of the evil tendency of our 
dottrine*. _ 
It militates in no reſpect whatever againſt « our 
principles, that there are amongſt us thoſe who pro- 
feſs them, without feeling their influence. In all 
religious ſeQs there are perſons of the ſame charac- 
ter; and were we to deduce inferences from their 
conduct, no ſyſtemof doctrine now maintained would 
appear deſerving of our regard. Many amongſt us 
are perſons of an inquiſitive turn of mind, who, 
from indifferent churchmen, have become through 
the force of truth, Unitarians, and have brought 
their indifference with them. They have embraced 
this doctrine as they would any ſpeculative truth, 
and having never been in the habit of reducing 
their faith to practice, they continue what they 
were, — men of the world. Others are Unitarians 
becauſe their fathers were ſo before them; the 
word of truth in them, not having any deeper rave, 
is eafily choked by the cares and riches, and plea- 
ſures of this life, and fo bringeth no fruit to per- 
fection: ſo it is in all other denominations of Chri- 
ſtians. But we can reckon in our number thoſe, 


and 


9 Let the moſt bigotted oppoſer of our principles read, with care, 
two Sermons, publiſhed by Dr. Prieſtley; the one, on © te Duty of 
not living to Ourſelves ;” and the other, on © Haditual Devotion; and 
he will rife, if I am not much miſtaken, not only with a more candid 
ſpirit, but with his heart, in every other reſpec, greatly improved. 
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and many of them too, who; having received the 
doctrine in an honeſt and good mind, from convic- 
tion not only of its truth, but of its ſuperior prac- 
tical tendency, keep it and bring forth fruit with 
| perſeverance “. Luke vin. 114. , 
The Biſhop of Rocheſter, you perceive, will not 
allow us ſo much of Chriſtianity as the Mabometans 
poſſeſs ; and another, equally uncandid and more 
popular writer, calls Unitarianiſm, in a manner 
ſomewhat cant and vulgar, © the half-way houſe to 
| Deiſm,” by which he means infidelity. In the earlieſt, 
the Apoſtolic age of the Goſpel, that man was a 
_ Chriſtian, who believed in his heart that Jeſus was 
the Chrift, and confeſſed this faith openly to the glory 
of God the Father, Rom x. 9. Phil ii. 11. What- 
ever, therefore, modern teachers of the Goſpel may 
aſſert concerning us, and our pretenſions to the 
character of diſciples of Chriſt, we have the teſti- 
mony of the Apoſtles in our favour, and in this 
teſtimony we have reaton to rejoice. We believe 
with our whole hearts that Jeſus is the Chrift, the 
Son of God; and we are not backward to profeſs 
our faith with all boldnefs and zeal, with more zeal 
and boldneſs indeed than ſome, who will not allow 
us the honourable name of Chriſtians. That ſome 
have gone out from us, cannot be denied ; that. 
nitarians have become unbelievers, is @ fact too 


noto- 
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100 Unitarianiſm has, in ſeveral inſtances, been embraced by per- 
ſons of a deeply religious character, whoſe lives had been long before 

under the influence of the leading doctrines of the Goſpel, mixed as 
they were with its corruptions. Their conduct depoſes much in its 

favour.— They are in no reſpect more conformed to the world.— 
They are fell a pa cußhar people, but more and more zealous of good 
works. | 
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_ notorious to be diſputed : but what ſect is there ex- 
iſting, from which of late there have not been num- 
berleſs fimilar defections? The charge lies againſt 
all parties, and, conſequently, has no force as ap- 
plied to us alone. We are as far, and as it appears to 
me much farther removed from infidelity, than they 
are who profeſs a corrupt Chriſtianity ; and it can 
be owing only to that infatuation, which Almighty 
God js now permitting to operate upon the minds 
of men, in order eventually to produce ſome im- 
portant change in the religious world, that any who 
have once enjoyed the light of the primitive Chri- 
ſtian doctrine ſhould chooſe to wander in the op=. 
preflive gloom of Infidelity and Atheiſm. This in- 
fatuation has ſeized men indiſcriminately, and all 
the different ſects of ne have to lament its 
diffuſion. 
Baut in imputing the 1 x; Infidelity 
| to the Unitarian doctrine, the ſervices which Uni- 
tarians have rendered to the Goſpel of Chriſt, are 
ſurely either forgotten or wilfully overlooked. In 
the honoyrable liſt of thoſe who have moſt ably de- 
ended the important cauſe of Chriſtianity, are to 
be found the names of Foſter, Lardner, and Prieſtley, 
who, at the ſame time, muſt be ranked amongſt 
the moſt zealous and active ſupporters of the ge- 
nuine Scripture doctrine of the Divine Unity. 
| Muſt we doubt the ſincerity of theſe and other 
unitarian writers, who have fo ſucceſsfully endea- 
voured to counteract the effects of Infidelity ? Or 
are we to ſuppoſe that they were ignorant of the 
nature and tendency of their principles? If not, 
how can theſe principles have any affinity to unbe- 
lief, or afford it boy encouragement ?. 


I muſt 


049 


I muſt detain you a few moments longer, while 
I endeavour to refute a more inſidious, and an 
equally unfounded charge. We are clafſed with 
levellers and regicides, blafphemers of God, and 
revilers of kings, —madly bent upon the deſtruftion 
of regular government,—ready to become plun- 
derers of the property of others, —and fecretly en- 
deavouring to bring upon our country all thoſe evils 

| which have deſolated a neighbouring nation. Good 
God!] to what will not religious bigotry impel men 
How does it either darken or deftroy the under- 
ftanding, or ſanction the moſt groſs and palpable 
falſehoods? Have Unitarians then alone no intereſt 
in the peace and proſperity of their country ? Have 
they no property to loſe? Have they not among 
their mmber, manufacturers and merchants of the 
firſt name and credit, whoſe whole ſubſtance depends 
upon the preſervationof public tranquillity and fubor- 


dination; and who have, therefore, as powerful mo- 


tives to ſupport the conftitution of this country, as 
any one who fits upon the Epiſcopal bench? In 
our ſentiments concerning the perſon of Chriſt, 


| what is there which neceffarily leads us to adopt 


political opinions, or to engage in political practices, 
Hoſtile to the peace and welfare of our country ?— 
In any other article of our religious faith, what is 
there that perverts our underſtanding, and corrupts 
dur hearts, ſo much as to cauſe us to prefer violence, 
tumult, and rapine, to the enjoyment of perſonal 
liberty and ſecurity, and the unmoleſted poſſeſſion 
of our property? Nothing ſurely in the eyes of the 
ſober- minded and candid. No article in our reli- 
gious faith produces that depravity which rejoices 


in the e ene all political convulſions; 
| "nor 
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nor are we of that needy claſs which ſubſiſts upon 
the ſpoils of others. They who have avowed prin- 
ciples at all tending to anarchy, have been neither 
Unitarians nor Churchmen ;—they have been per- 
ſons of no religion, —perſons removed from the in- 
fluence of that doctrine, which breathes good will 
to all, and inſtrafts us to live peaceably with all 
en. | 

We may have had intemperate men an us, 
and their language may, in many inſtances, have 
been miſapplied and miſunderſtood ; ſo it has hap- 
pened to other yeligious ene its. We 
may have had, and ſtill may have amongſt us thoſe, 
who, in their cloſets, have conceived that the most 
perfect theoretical form of government is the Re- 


publican : the Church of England has, in her own _ 


boſom, perſons of exactly the fame deſcription. The 
fentiments of the majority are not to be taken from 
theſe ; nor can it be decided from the ſpeculative 
principles, even of ſuch perſons, what their political 
conduct, when tried, would prove. It is certainly 
poſlible to conſider a Republic as the beſt form of a 
government, ſo far as theory 1 is concerned ; and yet [ 
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1 © We know we have bad Pee. us ; many bad and _ men, 
_ who have often ſpoken and often acted wrong; but it is unfair ts 
involve the innocent in the ways of the guilty. By this ordeal, the 
_ virtues and good qualities of every ſociety upon earth would be 
utterly done away.” Berrington's State, &c. p. 156. 


It is remarkable, that differing ſo much as we do from Hons 85 


Catholics, there ſhould be many paſſages in this ingenious work, 
which, mutatis mutandis, moſt aptly deſcribe our character aud con- 
duct. Such is the ſentence immediately following that which I have 
juſt quoted. As Chriſtians, we admit all the doctrines of Divine 
revelation; as Unitarians, we ſubmit our faith to the authority (not 
indeed of any particular church, but) of Scripture; as men, we pro- 
ſeſs our obedience to the moral precepts of reaſon and nature; and 
as ſubjects, the king has our allegiance; the laws our reverence, and 
the ſtate may command our ſervices,” Ibid, | 


( 36 ) 


to be very ſincere friends, and ſteady ſupporters of a 
limited monarchy, which meets the approbation of 
the majority, and is productive of happineſs and ſe- 
__eunity to thoſe who live under it. But whatever may 
be the ſpeculations of a few individuals amongſt 
them, as a body, I feel no heſitation in aſſerting, they 
are firmly attached to that form of government 
under which this nation has been ſo long proſperous 
and happy. And ſhould occaſion require it, not- 
15 withſtanding the unjuſt ſuſpicions of many of their 
cCountrymen, they will be found as ready as any 
other claſs of the community in giving it effect, and 
in warding off the eyils of aparchy and levelling prin- 
ciples. Proteſtant Diſſenters have ſerved their coun- 
try in times of great neceſſity and danger, and all de- 
nominations of them are ready to ſerve it again”, | 
| Whateyer the uncandid may ſay to the contrary, I 
am well aſſured that they are not the perſons who 
would invite an enemy to deſtroy the liberties of 
_ Engliſhmen, or aſſiſt the invader in the execution 
ol his nefarious purpaſes. They will defend, when 
called to it, that government which their anceſtors 


contributed ſo greatly to eſtabliſh, and under which, 


| though they do not enjoy all the privileges they de- 
fire, nor all to which they think themiglees entitled, 
RF e 
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„ © Had it not been for Diſſenters, I queſtion whether we ſhould 
-: now have had either this Conſtitution, this King, or this (the Pro- 
teſtant) Religion.” So ſays the Author of the Independent Whig ;— 
and they who will be at the pains of examining the hiſtory of this 
country, during the.cloſe of the laſt, and the greatelt part of the pre- 
ſent century, will find this aſſertion ſupported by facts. If the reader 
prefer the voice of reaſon to that of calumny, and deſire additional 
teſtimony to the loya'ty of Diſſenters, he will do well to conſult a 
very able vindication of their conduct and political character, writ | 
ten, it is ſaid, by Mr. Serjeant Heywood, entitled“ High Church 
Politics;“ and publiſhed ſoon after the riots at Birmingham. 


they do yet enjoy enough t to attach them to its 


intereſts. 


The ſentiments they entertain concerning "IY 
nature of the Chriſtian Church, can have no effect 
whatever upon their political principles and con- 


duct. In ſeparating the Eccleſiaſtical from the 


Civil Conſtitution, they do no more than others, not 
Unitarians, have done alſo; and whatever they 
may think of the former, to the latter they are firmly 
attached. Although they regard the alliance be- 
tween Church and State as unſcriptural, and un- 
friendly to the true intereſts of the Goſpel, the 
Conſtitution, confiſting of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, may, and does appear t to them wiſe and be- 


neficial, 


Such, my 83 is the Jefonce we honeſtly ſet _ 
up; and in the judgment of the impartial, it will 
no doubt have its due weight. Upon the minds 


of thoſe who are predetermined to condemn us, 
who are reſolved to have none of that charity 


which is kind, which doth not behave itſelf un- 
ſeemly,—which thinketh no evil; neither this nor 
any other attempt to juſtify ourſelves, can produce 
the defired effect. In regard to ſuch perſons, we 
muſt pray, © that it would pleaſe God to forgive our 
enemies, perſecutors, and ſlanderers, and turn to 
their hearts,” while we conſole ourſelves with the 


| teſtimony of a good conſcience. 


I ſhall conclude with a few brief practical re- 


marks : . 
Firſt, The ſubject we have been eos. 


ſhould teach us candour in our judgment of others. 


We complain, with juſtice, of the want of this 
Chriſtian virtue in thoſe Who judge us. Hence 
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it is, that we are treated with ſo much harſhneſs, 
and held up as objects of terror; hence it is, that 
principles are aſcribed to us which we do not 
maintain, and that to thoſe which we do profeſs, 
effetts are attributed which they do not produce. 
Let not ſuch be our conduct. Let us remember 
that men are what they are, in conſequence of the 
circumſtances in which they have been placed by 
Divine Providence, and that, had we been expoſed 
to the ſame influences, our faith and our practice 
would have been the ſame. The effects of educa- 
tion, early aſſociations, and the various connexions 
of ſocial life, are exceedingly powerful; few are 
found capable of reſiſting them, and to theſe the 
majority owe all their opinions, and the conduct 
they adopt. Our education has been different from 
that of others, and our connexions have led in a 
contrary direction we, as well as they, are the 
creatures of circumſtances and therefore, if we 
judge, ſhould judge with that candour and impar- 


tiality which we wiſh to be ſhown to ourſelves ”. 
Truth is, in every reſpect, preferable to error; yet 


we ſee, that with regard to the general conduct of 
life, it does not ans that difference which we 
ſhould at firſt apprehend. The moſt erroneous 
creed is quently profeſſed by the moſt . of 15 
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13 « As different practical duties are required of different per- 
ſons, according to their circumſtances and ſituations in life ; ſo ditic- 
rent degrees and different ſorts of faith, if I may fo expreſs myſelt, 
may be required of different perſons, according to their underſtand- 
ings, attainments, and opportunities of improvement; and God 
only knows what allowance is to be made for the influence of edu- 
cation and habit, and for that infinite variety of tempers, diſpo- 
ſitions, and capacities, which we obſerve in mankind. » Elements 
of Chriſtian Theology, by the Bp. of Lincoln, Vol. II. p. 222. 


(5% 
men, and the doQrine which, ſpeculatively CON- 
fidered, threatens to deſtroy every principle that is 
excellent in human nature is often adorned with 
every Chriſtian virtue, and all the graces of piety. 


This, though it be no recommendation of error, 
ſhould influence our judgment of others, and en- 


force the practice of that virtue, candour, which is 


doubly binding upon us, as reaſonable in Itſelf, and 
Famed by our Great Maſter. _ 
_ Secondly, This ſubject ſhould alſo teach us not to 
be conformed to the world. We are not of the 
world. The world will not own us,—ſhe caſts us out 
as unworthy, and fears leſt ſhe be contaminated by 
our intercourſe. We have much greater reafon to 
fear for ourſelves ; and it is a fubject for congratu- 


lation, that our duty is thus made neceſſary, ang - -- 


our beſt intereſts moſt effectually ſerved by our 
_ greateſt enemy. If the words of Scripture be true, 
the world is that enemy; and if the advice of an 
Apoſtle be worth obeying, that to the world we be 
not conformed, we may be thankful for every hin- 
drance to conformity which is thrown in our way. 
It would be pleaſant, indeed, to be judged with 
leſs harſhneſs ; to enjoy 1 that eſteem which we have 
not juſtly forfeited ; but, if the world will caſt out 
our namie as evil, let us turn this to our advantage 


and improvement. The firſt Chriſtians were treated 


in a ſimilar manner, and they roſe above the world, 
and eſcaped its polluting influences. In many re- 
ſpects we profeſs to follow their example, let us 
_ endeavour to do fo in this. There will ever be 
ſomething in the character of the world hoſtile to the 
ſpirit of the Goſpel there will ever be ſomething 
inurious to him who deſires to be a true follower 
S VF 
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of Jeſus Chriſt. Its principles and practices are, 
and ever will be, at variance with thoſe which 
Chriſtianity requires, and can never be adopted by 
| thoſe who are ſincere in the profeſſion of the Goſpel. 
We are reproached, my friends, (and if the reproach 
be juſt, it is the ſevereſt that can be caſt upon us) 
with being too much conformed to the world. I fear 
that in this reſpect we are not wholly without 
blame. Have we not too generally the ſame pur- 
ſuits, and do we not diſplay the ſame eagerneſs in 


them? Are we not lovers of wealth, of honour, 


and of power, and ſometimes little ſcrupulous in 
the means we uſe to obtain them? Do not the 
follies and trifles of a diſſipated age engage too 
much of our attention and zeal? Even now, in this 
eventful and awful period, when the judgments of 
God are abroad in the earth, and the enlightened 
and feeling mind ſtarts from the contemplation of 
; impending calamity—Are not the rich amongſt us 
ſtill proud—they who have the means of luxury 
ſtill luxurious and few, in any rank of life, exhi- 
biting that temper and conduct, which the peculiar 
nature of the preſent times requires? Profeſſors 
of genvine Chriſtianity, it ſhould not be thus !— 


The world ſhould have little of our affection it de- f 


ſeryes but uttle and our prineiples teach us to give 

it. more than it it deſerves. Our thoughts and our 
affections ſhould be fixed upon higher and nobler 
objects our treaſure is in heaven—there let our 


hearts be. 


Thirdly, and laſtly, In defence of our. 1 

argument is not wanting: let us then endeayour to 
5 the force of argument by a conſtant courſe of 
yirtuous and upright conduct; in that let the ex 


cellence 


(42) 


cellence of. our faith be ſeen and acknowledged. 
As we profeſs a purer creed than others, our life 
ſhould be more diſtinguiſhed by its purity. Men 
will ever ſuſpe& the ſoundneſs of our principles, 
if our behaviour, which will be juſtly ſuppoſed to 
be influenced by them, be not ſuch as the Goſpel _ 
approves. Let the bigotted and uncharitable find 
nothing to condemn in our faith, but its hoſtility to 


error, ſuperſtition, and hypocriſy, and its tendency to 
enlighten and enlarge the human underſtanding, 


What fays our Lord? * A good tree bringeth not 
forth corrupt fruit, neither doth a corrupt tree bring 
forth good fruit.— Wherefore by their fruits ſhall ye 
know them.” Approving, then, the things which 
are excellent—let us ſtrive to be fincere and with- 
out offence, till the day of Chriſt. Being filled with 


the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus 


| Curl, t to the pre and * of God. 


——_——— 


NOTE,——See Page 18. 


| m1 is poſſible that ſome of my readers may require e proof of theſe 

aſſertions, and as I have not an opportunity of conſulting foreign 

Miſſals, &c. I ſhall content myſelf, and I have no doubt ſatisfy then | 
with ſome extracts from the writings of Engliſh Catholics, and the 

Devotional Works uſed in this country. In regard to doctrine and 
i worſhip, believe there is little difference between Engliſh and fo- 
reign Catholics, except that the former have it not in their power to 

be equally magnificent, nor to indulge in thoſe pompous, but childiſh _ 

proceſſions, which are deſigned “ to arreſt the attention, and ſeize 
upon the imagination of the people“ abroad. 

Mr. Berrington, in his State and Behaviour of Engliſh Catholics, 1 
has given what he calls A conciſe, but accurate Expoſition of Ca- 5 
tholic Belief.” I will ſelect a few articles from it. 

We profeſs to believe, he obſerves, | 

That Chriſt has eſtabliſhed a Church upon earth. and that this 
Church is that which holds communion with the See of Rome, being 
One, Holy, Cathoiic, and Apoſtolical, _ | 
„That we are obliged to hear this Church, and therefore, that 
ſhe is infallible, by the . of Almighty God, in her deciſions 

regarding faith. . 
That St. Peter, by Divine commiſſion, was i head of 
this Church, under Chriſt its founder: and that the Pope, or Biſhop 
of Rome, as ſucceſſor to St. Peter, has alw 298, and is at provect, by 
divine right, head of this Church. 

That honour and veneration are due to the Angels of God and... 
bis Saints ; that they offer up prayers to God for us; that it is good 
and profitable to have recourſe to their interceſſion; and that the 
relics or earthly remains of God's particular ſervants are to be held 
in reſpect. 

„That by works Jous b in the Spirit of Penance we-can make fatis- 
faction to God, for the temporal puniſhment which often remains 
due, after our ſing by the Divine Goodneſs have been forgiven us. 

„That Chriſt has left to his Church a power of granting indul- 
gencies, that is, a relaxation from ſuch temporal chaſſiſement only as 
remains due after the Divine pardon of fin; and that the yie of ſuch 
indulgencies is profitable to ſinners. 

That there is a Purgatory or Middle State; and that the fouls 


of imperfect Chriſtians therein detained are es by! the prayers of 
the faithful. 


40 That 


125 43) 
« That there are ſeven ſacraments, all inſtituted by Chriſt ; Bap- 
tiſm, Confirmation, Eucharilh, Penance, Extreme Undtion, Holy 
Order, Matrimony. 

That in the moſt Holy firemen) of the Euchariſt, there is truly, 
really, and ſubſtantially, the body and blood — with the out and 
.. the divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 
That in this Sacrament there is by the omnipotence of God, a 
_ converſion or change of the whole ſubſtance of the bread into the 
body of Chriſt, and of the whole ſubſtance of the wine into his blood; 
which change we call Tranſubſtantiation. 

<« That under either kind Chriſt is received whole Sr entire. 

« That in the Maſs, or Sacrifice of the Altar, is offered to God a 
true, proper, and propitiatory ſacrifice for the living and the dead. 


That in the Sacrament of Penance, the fins we fall into after : 


baptiſm, are by the Divine mercy forgiven us.” 

«© Theſe are the great points (ſays Mr. B.) of Catholic Belief, by 
which we are diſtinguiſhed from other Chriſtian Societies; and theſe 
only are the real and eſſential tenets of our religion. We admit alſo 
the other grand articles of revealed and natural religion which the 
Goſpel and the light of reaſon have manifeſted to us. To theſe we 
| ſubmit as men and as Chriſtians, and to the former as obedient children 
N the Catholic Church.“ Berrington's State, &c. p. 143. | 


Extract from the © Abridgment of Chriſtian Doctrine, p. 31. 
N. What duty do the people owe to the Chief Paſtor r 
Church? = ” 
A. Conſidering his bigh ſation, we owe him the greateſt ben 
and veneration; and conſidering his ſupreme authority, we owe an 
entire obedience to bis ee ang orders 1 in all ane n to 

religion. | | | 


— 


Pay ers elected donn the Maſs for the Dead. 


0 God, who are the giver of pardon and lover of man's ſalvation, 

grant we beſeech thee, of thy merciful clemency, that our fellow- 
brethren, kindred, and benefactors, who are departed this life, may, 
by the interceſſion of the ever bleſſed Virgin Mary, and all thy Saints, 
attain to the fellowſhip of everlaſting happineſs. _ 

Grant, we beſeech thee, Almighty and moſi-merciful God, that the 
ſouls of our brethren, relations, and benefactors, for which we have 
offered to thy Divine Majeſty this ſacrifice of praiſe, being purified 
of all their fins by the virtue of this Sacrament, may receive, thro' thy 

mercy, the bliſs of eternal 8 8 EF 


In 


0 


In the Iiir of our Bleſſed Lady of Lonely; which it would-be 
_ needlefs to give the reader entire, we meet with the W ex 
| preſſions: | 


We fly to thy patronage, 0 FL) Mother of God! defpiſe not 
our prayers in our neceſſities, but deliver us from Ku dangers, O ey "= 
glorious and bleſſed Virgin. | 
Holy Mother of God, 
Holy Virgin of Virgins, 

Mother of Chriſt, 

% Mother of Divine Grace, 

% Mother of our Creator, 

| 20 Veſſel of Singular devotion, | 

„ Myſtical Roſe, i 

« Gate of Heaven, 


cc © Reſuge of Sinners, &c. &c. Play. 1 us,” 


22 e 


| In the mort Litas of the Bleſſed Virgin, thei is iyled, « « Deughter 
of the Eternal Father Mother ef the Eternal Son—Spouſe of the 
Eternal e abernacie- of the — * of the 8 
| King of Heaven.“ | 


In the Ly ee to be faid i in Catholic Families every 
evening, Invocations are addreſſed to Mary, St. Michael, St. Gabriel, ” 
St. Raphael; — to all the Holy Angels and Archangels—all the Holy 

Order of Bleſfed Spirits—St. John Baptiſt—St. Joſeph—all the Holy 
Patriarchs and Prophets—all the Apoftles and Evangeliſts, each by 
name—St. Stephen, St. Coſmas, St. Protaſe—all Holy Martyrs— 

St. Sylveſter, St. Jerome, &c. —all Holy Biſhops and Confeſfors—all 
Holy Doctors—all Holy Priefts and Levites—all Holy Monks and 

Hermits—St. Lucy—St. Catharine, &c.—and all Holy Virgins and 


Widovs. Thefe are intreated to make interceſſion for thoſe Who 


call upon them. 


i a work publiſhed by 1447 1 Harbert of Powis, are My- 

tives to love and honour our Lady > to which the reader may have 
recourſe, if he wiſh to have further proof of the extravagant ſuper- 
ſtitution which, prevails with reſpec to Mary, the wife of Joſeph of 


Nazareth. A fhort extract will perhaps ſuffice, “ She is the moſt 


beautiful work that ever came out of the Divine hands, being only leſs 
than God himſelf, and by a ſtrict tie of blood with Jeſus Chrifi, ſhe 
enters into a degree almoſt divine, inſomuch that he will have the 
concurrenee of her prayers, together with his own infinite merits, to 
be the immediate caufe of effectually obtaining our.ſalvation.” p. 59. 


Devout 


6665 
| Devout Addreſſes to the five Wounds of our Saviour. 

Jo the Wound of the Left Foot.—“ My Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I hum- 
bly adore the moſt ſacred wound of your left foot; I render you 
thanks for that cruel pain ſuffered with ſo great love and cha- 
ity,” &c. | Oy 

To the wound of the Right Foot. « My Lord Jeſus Cbriſ, 1 


humbly adore the moſt ſacred wound of your right foot; 1 render you | 
thanks for that cruel pain,” &c. &c. 


The Wound of each Hand is addreſſed in fi miles lginge. 


To the wound in his ſacred Side. —*« My Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I hum- - 
bly adore the moſt ſacred wound in your bleſſed fide, rendering thanks 
for the immenſe love manifeſted towards us at the opening of your 
| inflamed heart; I feelingly condole the affront, and the exceſſive 
grief of your moſt afflicted Mother. Grant me pure love and perfect 
charity, that loving you above all things, and all things in you, my 
miſerable ſoul, by the aſſiſtance of your holy grace, may be worthy 
to breathe out in the facred "WORE: of your bleſſed ſide,” Kc. Bona 
Mors. p. 25. 259 e | , 


The Devotion to the ſacred Heart of Tefus is not bt univerſally prac- 
tiſed among Roman Catholics. It originated with the Jeſuits, and 
from the firſt has been zealouſly, and, I believe, ſucceſsfully recom- 
mended in this country. A very few extracts from the Devotion 
and Office of the ſacred Heart of our Lord an Chriſt, ” will ſhow | 
the reader the nature of this ſuperſtition, | 


In the Litany of the ſacred Heart, 2 114. we meet with theſe enn. 
preſſions. 5 : 


„Heart of Jeſus ! a 

Heart of Jeſus, Sanctuary of the Divinity! 

Heart of Jeſus, Tabernacle of the moſt Holy Trinity ! 
Heart of Jeſus, Throne of Mercy. 
5 Heart of Jeſus, Refuge of Sinners, &c. gc. &c. have! mercy « onus!” 


Aſpirations to the Heart of Jeſus, to be made every day at nine 
o' clock in the morning and four in the evening. 


25 O moſt ſacred Heart of Jeſus! have mercy on us. 
© Bleſſed be the myſt adorable heart of Jens my God for ever 
and ever. # 
O may thy adorable been be for ever praiſed, and all thanks, 
both in time and eternity paid to it,” &c. 16. p. 120. | 
O adorable heart of my amiable Jeſus ! I adore thee with the 
moſt profound homage I am capable of,” &c. Ib. p. 160. _- 
« Moſt amiable heart, beloved object of our tender affeRions !_ 
may all honour, glory, love, and benediction, be ever given to thee, 


) 


x Be thou our comfort i in ativerfity; our guide in proſperity, our let 
in dangers, and protection apainſt all our Enemies, u and in- 
viſible. Amen.“ 15. p. 164. "I 2 


11 the Rules, &c. it is ecbmtbened that no d mould paſs without 
ſome offering or prayer in honour of this adorable heart. 15. p. 166, 


Nearly the ſame devotion is, paid to We heart of Mary. See 
| Pp. 188, S. 


In the ſame work is a ; Litany addrefs to St. 8 nd le 
to St. Francis Xaverius ; ; in which the latter is called Light of the 
Blind —Curer of the Lame Health of the Sick Life of the Dead 


_ whoſe power the fea and 2 e botimünd the ſea 
. ons all elements reverence. apa 


- e e * he e deſre it, may confult Mr. Anheben 8 14 
Conſiderations on the preſent ſtate of the Controverſy between the 
Proteſtants and Papiſts,” &c. p. 129. or the Devotion and Office it- 
ſelf.— Enough, I hope, has been produced to Juſtify the repreſentation 
| given of the principles. of Roman Catholics } in this Diſcourſe. 


THE END. 


Primed at the Office of 
T. WILSON and R. SPENCE, 
Higb-Ouſegate, York. 
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